subjects to which they belong. In the time of this eminent jurist, insanity was a much less frequent disease than it now is, and the popular notions concerning it were derived from those wretched inmates of the madhouse,., whom chains and stripes, cold and filth, had reduced to the stupidity of the idiot, or exasperated1 to the fury of a demon. Those nice shades of thedisease in which the mind, without being wholly driven from its propriety, pertinaciously clings to* some absurd delusion, were either regarded as something very different from real madness, or were too few, too far removed from the common gaze, and-J too soon converted by bad management into the more active forms of the disease to enter much into, the general ideas entertained of madness. Could' Lord Hale have contemplated the scenes presented' by the lunatic asylums of our own times, we should' undoubtedly have received from him a very different doctrine for the regulation of the decisions of aftergenerations.
